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JOIN YOUR COMMUNITY:

Didsbury for Palestine 
@Didsbury4Palestine (Instagram)  
or d4palestine@gmail.com (email) 

GM Friends of Palestine  
www.gmfriendsofpalestine.org

A City United for Gaza  
@city_utd4gaza (Instagram)

BOYCOTT:

www.bdsmovement.net

WHAT CAN I DO?

US AND UK COMPLICITY  
IN WAR CRIMES
The US openly supports Israel’s war crimes. 
Indeed Trump claimed as his own idea the 
annexation of Gaza – legally a crime against 
humanity. There is an international arrest warrant 
for Netanyahu and South Africa’s charge of 
genocide against Israel lies before the ICJ, which 
last year declared the charge to be plausible.

Yet the Gaza genocide relies heavily on the 
complicity of other western powers – in 
serious violation of international law. The UK 
government provides the latest weapons, vital 
military intelligence and training to Israel, while 
shamelessly lying to the public. The media 
knowingly repeats Israeli spin, trusting that when 
the truth is revealed their dishonesty will be 
forgotten. Yet as their lies unravel daily, the media 
try to divert us from the tormented cries of Gaza’s 
children with other stories – anything which may 
distract us from the depth of their own depravity.

ASSAULT ON 
PALESTINIANS IN 
THE WEST BANK
Israel has used the 
cover of its war on 
Gaza to escalate its 
violence in the West 
Bank with armed settlers 
murdering and terrorising 
Palestinians to drive 
them from their land. 
Now Israeli leaders 
brazenly declare their 
intention to ethnically 
cleanse and annex both 
Gaza and the West Bank.

STARVATION AND FAMINE SINCE MARCH 2025
After a brief but fraudulent ceasefire in January demanded by Trump to 
celebrate his inauguration, Israel, with Trump’s approval, resumed its armed 
assault while instituting an almost total blockade of Gaza, preventing vital 
supplies including food and medicine from entering. On 22nd August 2025, 
the UN declared irrefutable confirmation of famine in Gaza. 

XXXXXX_PalestinianStruggle.indd   4XXXXXX_PalestinianStruggle.indd   4 06/10/2025   09:3106/10/2025   09:31

1947 UNITED NATIONS 
(UN) PARTITION PLAN

The UN proposed a plan 
to separate Palestine 
into a Jewish state and 
a Palestinian Arab state, 
with Jerusalem to have 
independent status.

The Jewish state was to 
receive 55% of the land 
though Jews then owned 
only 7% of the total land. 

1948 On May 15th 
British rule ended and 
the Zionists declared 
independence as Israel.

19th century Mostly 
Muslim population, with 
Christian and Jewish 
minorities sharing much 
local culture.

1917 UK issued Balfour 
Declaration: a national 
home for the Jewish 
people to be established 
in Palestine, with the 
provision that Palestinian 
rights would be protected. 
After WW1, the League 
of Nations approved 
temporary British rule over 
Palestine. As Nazi power 
grew many European Jews 
fled to Palestine escaping 
antisemitism.

1947 Refugees from the Nazi holocaust increased 
the Jewish population to 630,000, one third of the 
total.

1948 THE NAKBA 
(‘GREAT CATASTROPHE’)

In the months before the 
British left, Zionist militias 
seized land, murdering 
Palestinians and wiping 
out towns and villages. 
When the British left, the 
armies of neighbouring 
Arab states intervened but 
were largely defeated. Map 
shows armistice lines from 
1949.

Palestinians lost 78% 
of Palestine and half 
their population became 
refugees.

1949 ISRAEL RECOGNISED BY UN – but with 
undefined borders.

AFTER THE 1967 WAR

In 1967 Israel fought 
against Egypt, Jordan 
and Syria, seizing 
military control of Gaza, 
the West Bank, and East 
Jerusalem – in effect all 
of Palestine.

Since then Israel has 
pursued a relentless 
programme of Jewish 
settlement and ethnic 
cleansing in the West Bank 
and Jerusalem, reducing 
Palestinian communities 
to disconnected enclaves. 
Since 1967, several UN 
resolutions have declared 
this occupation illegal, an 
opinion confirmed by the International Court of 
Justice in 2024.

The ICJ also deemed Israel’s historic siege of 
Gaza to be illegal occupation.

THE PALESTINIAN STRUGGLE
THIS DIDN’T BEGIN ON 7TH OCTOBER 2023…
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WHAT IS PALESTINE?
Palestine has existed as a named region for roughly 2,500 years and 
was inhabited over that period by many different peoples. 

At the end of the First World War it was brought under British rule.  
At that time, the population was mixed, with an Arab Muslim majority 
living together with Jewish and Christian minorities sharing many 
local Arab traditions.

Israel’s Zionist constitution 
is racist, declaring that Israel 
is a state only for the benefit 
of Jews. This discriminates 
against non-Jewish Palestinians 
and constitutes the crime of 
apartheid under international 
law. Palestinians have few 
rights and Palestinian refugees 
have no right of return to their 
homes. 

Zionism and Judaism are 
very different. Not all Jews 
are Zionists and many 
Zionists are not Jews. Being 
anti-Zionist is not antisemitic. 
We must always challenge 
antisemitism alongside other 
forms of racism.

Israel does not represent 
or speak for all Jews. Many 
Jews worldwide describe 
themselves as anti-Zionist or 
non-Zionist. They want to be 
able to live peacefully in their 
own countries. Many of the 
most vocal critics of Israel are 
Jews. By contrast, in the USA 
there are many more Christian 
Zionists than there are Jews.

Judaism is the religion of the Jews. It is about 
3000 years old. As with other religions, many people 
of Jewish heritage identify as Jewish, but do not hold 
the Jewish faith. 

Antisemitism is a form of racism: the hatred of 
Jews just for being Jews.

Zionism is a political movement which grew in the 
late 1800s as a response to widespread antisemitism 
in Europe. Zionism aimed to create a refuge for 
Jews outside Europe. Zionists encouraged Jews to 
migrate to Palestine. 

Initially only a very small minority of Jews supported 
Zionism. Even though in 1917 the British government 
reached an agreement with Zionist leaders to 
encourage Jewish migration to Palestine, numbers 
remained small until the rise of the Nazis in the 
1930s led to the murder of millions of Jews in the 
holocaust. 

By 1947 there were more than half a million European 
Jewish refugees in Palestine and Jews formed about 
one third of the population. Zionist demands for a 
Jewish state created a conflict with the Palestinians.

The British left Palestine in 1948 in the midst 
of violence by Zionist militias who massacred 
thousands of Palestinians and expelled 750,000 from 
their homes. Neighbouring Arab states intervened 
unsuccessfully and in 1949 the UN, after negotiating 
an armistice, recognised Israel, but not its ceasefire 
borders since Israel now occupied 78% of Palestine 
– far more than the 55% envisaged in the UN’s 
tentative plan for it. 

WHAT ARE ZIONISM, JUDAISM 
AND ANTISEMITISM?

XXXXXX_PalestinianStruggle.indd   2XXXXXX_PalestinianStruggle.indd   2 06/10/2025   09:3106/10/2025   09:31

IT’S NOT WAR. IT’S 
GENOCIDE
The UN Independent International 
Commission of Inquiry has formally 
concluded that Israel’s actions in 
Gaza meet the legal definition of 
genocide. The UN, the International 
Association of Genocide Scholars, 
leading experts and major human 
rights groups are now all in 
agreement: it is a genocide. Israel 
seeks not just to kill or expel the 
Palestinians from Gaza, but to erase 
from memory their very history and 
culture. 

The officially recorded Gazan death toll 
of around 66,000 – some 60% women 
and children – understates the real 
scale of the horror. It includes neither 
those missing nor those who die from 
epidemics combined with starvation 
and a lack of medical facilities. One 
academic study suggests a true 
death toll as high as 400,000. Tens of 
thousands are left with devastating 
injuries. Roughly 10 Gazan children 
lose one or more limbs every day.

2023/5 THE OCTOBER 7TH 
ATTACK AND THE GAZAN 
GENOCIDE
On 7th October 2023, a violent Hamas-led 
uprising broke through Gaza’s fortified 
border fence. 251 Israelis were taken 
hostage and 1,139 were killed, some by 
Israeli bombardment. Of these, about 400 
were military personnel. On that day war 
crimes were committed by both sides but 
lies about extreme atrocities by Hamas 
were spread by Israel and repeated by 
western media and politicians to justify the 
savagery of Israel’s response.

Since that day Israel has bombed and 
shelled Gaza – an area one third of the 
size of Greater Manchester – with an 
explosive power equivalent to that of six 
Hiroshima-type atom bombs. Almost no 
civil infrastructure remains. Electricity, 
water and sewage systems, schools, 
universities, hospitals, mosques and 
churches are gone. 

THE GAZAN PRISON  
2007–2023
In 2007 Hamas won elections and assumed 
power in Gaza. In 2008 Israel launched a 
siege of Gaza, restricting all movement 
of people, money and goods across its 
borders.

Over the next years Israel gradually 
tightened its grip, turning Gaza into a giant 
prison camp. Israel permitted a tightly 
controlled, bare subsistence level of basic 
goods to be imported and distributed by 
the UN and local officials. After 2012 the 
UN and many aid agencies warned that the 
blockade would render Gaza uninhabitable. 

An entire generation of Palestinian children 
reached adulthood under these conditions.

In this period Israel regularly carried out 
bombings and assassinations in Gaza, 
sanitised as “counter-terror operations”. 
Whenever Palestinians tried in vain to alert 
the world, whether by small scale violence 
or peaceful protest, Israel responded with 
mass carnage, war crimes which Israeli 
politicians cynically referred to as “mowing 
the lawn”. In Israel’s assault on Gaza in 
2014 alone, more than 1400 civilians were 
killed including 551 children.
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